








Simple Sophistication
In 1886, Alessandro Gonnella was baking a few hundred loaves of bread weekly and using a horse-

drawn cart to deliver his goods throughout Chicago’s West side. The wagons were painted with the 

words “Bakery” and “A. Gonnella Co.” While simple in design, they were easily recognized.

Today, The Gonnella Baking Company operates five bakeries in Illinois

and Pennsylvania, producing more than three million pounds of product

weekly. In addition, a fleet of approximately 45 route trucks and a tractor

trailer serve as the modern day transportation.

Gonnella has revisited its simple design philosophy with the company’s

new fleet graphic rollout.  “We live in a complex world,” explained Tom Marcucci,

Vice President of Sale and Marketing at Gonnella. “This new design is simple, uncluttered and says

everything we need to say.”

Marcucci has worked with Signature Graphics Senior Sales

Representative Ed Mosser for nearly 20 years and feels Signature 

has the best combination of quality, products and service. Together he

and Mosser developed the new design, which features the company’s

logo, its tagline, “We Bake to Differ,” and an image of the “Gonnella

Guy”: Gonnella Guy is a line drawing that Marcucci has traced through

the company’s history to the mid-1930s. 

Marcucci shared that Gonnella is making a big effort to go green, and

Signature Graphics’ use of vinyl with low VOC emissions fits right into the

company’s plan. Gonnella is also restructuring the company’s routes for

greater efficiency and buying larger trucks that can carry more products, 

thus reducing the number of route trucks in its fleet.

“Everyone is happy with the new design,” Marcucci said. “It’s clean, it’s

fresh and I think it touches on people’s memories of a different time.”
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